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SUBJECT: GOI HINTS AT RETALIATORY STRIKE AGAINST LEBANON 

REF: USDAO TEL AVIV 091 130Z DEC (NOTAL) AND 
071000Z DEC (NOTAL) 

1. REETELS REPORT ON DEC 6 TERRORIST ATTACK ON KUBBUTZ 
ROSH HANIKRA, DIRECTLY IN ISRAELI-LEBANESE BORDER AND ABOUT 
ONE MILE INLAND. TWO TERRORISTS LANDED BY BOAT ONE WAS 
KILLED AND SECOND IS BELIEVED TO HAVE RETURNED TO 
LEBANON. TWO ISRAELI KIBBUTZNIKS WERE WOUNDED. 

2. ALL ADDRESSEES HAVE RECEIVED FBIS TA 061600 WHICH 
CONVEYS COMMENTS ON LEBANON MADE DEC 6 BY 

DEEMIN PERES. STATEMENT WAS MADE AT LUNCHEON MEETING 
ONLY HOURS ALTER ATTACK, WHILE IDE WAS SEARCHING EOR SECOND 
TERRORIST. WE NOTE INTERNATIONAL PRESS HAS HIGHLIGHTED 
EOLLOWING PORTION OP STATEMENT: " IT IS LEBANON THAT HAS PAID 
A HEAVY PRICE (BY HARBORING TERRORISTS), AND IF IT 
CONTINUES ON THIS COURSE, IT WILL HAVE TO PAY A FURTHER PRICE 
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3. ALL ISRAELI PAPERS DEC 9 CARRY STORIES REPORTING 
ISRAELI TV ARABIC SERVICE INTERVIEW WITH TERRORIST 
CAPTURED EOLLOWING RAID ON RIHANIYA DEC 1. THRUST OF 
COVERAGE IS THAT TERRORIST, IDENTIFIED AS ABDUL-RAHMAN 
ZAGHLOUL FROM VILLAGE NEAR NENIN, REPORTEDLY CLAIMS 
THAT NEW LEBANESE GOVT IS GIVING MORE HELP 

TO TERRORIST GROUPS THAN DID ITS PREDECESSOR. ACCORDING 
JERUSALEM POST FRONT-PAGE ACCOUNT, ZAGHLOUL "COMMENDED THE 
NEW LEBANESE GOVT, UNDER RASHID EL-SOLH, FOR 
FACILITATING TERRORIST ACTIONS. THE AUTHORITIES WERE AWARE 
OF THE LOCATION OF TERRORIST BASES AND KNEW WHEN MARAUDERS 
INFLILTRATED INTO ISRAEL. HE BELIEVED THE LEBANESE AUTHORITIES 
COULD PREVENT THE TERRORISTS FROM INFLITRATING INTO ISRAEL 
IF THEY WISHED." STORY GOES ON TO SAY THAT, ACCORDING 
ZAGHLOUL, WHEN HE AND PARTNER WERE ENROUTE TO 
ISRAEL, THEY PASSED LEBANESE ARMY CHECKPOST: WHEN THEY 
SAID THEY WERE WITH FATAH THEY WERE ALLOWED TO PASS. 

4. COMMENT: DETAILS OF WHAT EXACTLY HAPPENED AT ROSH 
HANIKRA ON DEC 6 ARE OBSCURE, BUT THRUST OF SUBSEQUENT 
PERES STATEMENT AND MEDIA EXPLOITATION OF INTERVIEW WITH 
TERRORIST ARE NOT. WE NOTE THAT IDF NEVER DID RETALIATE FOR 

BET SHEAN INCIDENT OTHER THAN BY CONTINUING "ROUTINE" ARTILLERY 

SHELLING AND CROSS-BORDER PATROLLING. THIS MAY HAVE BEEN 

DUE TO COMBINATION OF NEGOTIATIONS AT TIME FOR 

RENEWAL OF UNDOF MANDATE AND DOUBT ABOUT ORIGIN OF 

PERPETRATORS. WITHOUT PRESUMING TO PREDICT 

IDF ACTIONS, WE WOULD NOT DISCOUNT POSSIBILITY OF 

FAIRLY MAJOR RETALIATORY EFFORT AGAINST LEBANON, 

POSSIBLY AFTER CONCLUSION OF ALLON VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 
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